
What is the Shoreline Area?

The shoreline is the most sensitive part of the lake. It extends from the lake high water mark to below the 
low water mark. This area is the property of the Crown and is a public resource. Vegetation within 30 metres 
of the high water mark, also known as the riparian zone, is also key to a healthy lake environment. 
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The Shuswap Lake 
Integrated Planning 
Process (SLIPP) brings 
together communities, 
First Nations, and public 
agencies to ensure the 
Shuswap watershed 
remains a great place 
to live, work, and play. 
Working in partnership 
on innovative approaches 
and projects, SLIPP aims to 
increase public safety on 
the water, ensure a healthy 
environment and create 
a diversity of recreational 
experiences and economic 
opportunities that can be 
enjoyed by all.

Shoreline Care 
in the Shuswap Watershed
The shoreline areas of the Shuswap watershed are critical to our 
economy, a sustainable environment, the water quality we depend 
on for drinking and recreation and are important fish and wildlife 
habitats. As landowners, residents, businesses and visitors, we share the 
responsibility for keeping our shorelines healthy.

Why take care of shorelines?

Fish, wildlife and vegetation around lakes have 
evolved over thousands of years to depend upon 
the unique shoreline ecosystems. The health of 
shorelines not only impacts these species but 
the quality of our recreational experiences and 
many of the businesses where we work. Shorelines 
are also host to rich First Nations cultural and 
archaeological sites. 

The shoreline ecosystem plays an important role 
in sustaining a healthy lake environment, including 
the high quality drinking water which is so 
important to our day-to-day health, as well as the 
many year round recreational experiences that are 
significant to our wellbeing.

Much of the region’s economy is based on our 
lakes. Businesses rely on people who come to enjoy 
the fishing, houseboating, swimming and water 
skiing. All of these are enhanced by the quality of 
the lakes’ natural environmental values.

How does the shoreline contribute to 
water quality?

Stable and healthy shorelines filter contaminants 
and retain unwanted sediments from the 
groundwater and runoff that can drain into the 
lakes. 

Why is the shoreline important to 
Shuswap fish and wildlife?

Important fish populations such as the Adams 
River Sockeye salmon, Chinook, Coho, Rainbow 
Trout and Lake Char rely on high quality habitat 

along the shoreline for spawning, rearing and 
food production. Sockeye salmon and Lake Char 
lay their eggs in the coarse gravel and cobble 
in the shallow waters around the lakes. Young 
Shuswap fish require healthy shoreline habitat as 
they mature through this critical phase of their 
lifecycle. 

Shorelines also provide shade and food for aquatic 
and terrestrial wildlife species, ranging from birds 
to rodents to large animals such as bear and 
moose. 

What can I do to protect the shoreline?

Always consider your impact on the shoreline 
when making decisions about your property. 
Contact your local government and FrontCounter 
BC (1-877-855-3222) before starting any project 
as they can inform you of relevant by-laws and 
regulations. Then ask a Qualified Environmental 
Professional for advice (a list of QEPs is available 
on the SLIPP website’s shoreline page). Any 
modification of Crown Land requires approval.

You can become a shoreline advocate by: 
• Participating in community shoreline 

improvement programs
• Improving the condition of your property
• Educating your family, friends and neighbours 

about the importance of healthy shorelines 
• Reporting illegal or noncompliant activities 

to the RAPP Line (Report All Poachers and 
Polluters) 1 877 952 7277

By following the tips on the next page you will 
make a positive contribution to the long-term 
health of our shorelines.

Working together 
to sustain our 

watershed
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1. Consult your local government and 
FrontCounter BC before starting any 
project as bylaws and regulations apply. 
Also, any modification of Crown Land 
requires approval.

2. Maintain natural shorelines or return 
modified beaches to a more natural 
state. Importing sand and removing 
boulders and stones from the shoreline 
impacts environmental and lake health. 
These changes increase erosion and 
sediment deposits leading to the loss of 
important contaminant-filtering plants. In 
addition, these changes can cause damage 
to fish habitat. 

3. Restore the natural shoreline instead 
of building a retaining wall. If your 
property requires shoreline stabilization, 
use an environmental professional to 
design a system using native plants and 
materials. If vertical concrete walls are 
in place, explore options to remove and 
replace them with sustainable alternatives.

4. Plant native trees and shrubs. Planting 
native vegetation helps filter out 
contaminants and sediments before they 
enter the lakes, create shade and cover, 
provide food for fish and wildlife. Even 
small improvements in vegetation will 
increase the natural condition of the 
shoreline. Start by planting native plants 
in grassed areas and avoiding the use 
of pesticides, herbicides and fertilizers 
within 30 meters of the shore.

5. Keep your personal water access 
through shorelines as small as possible. 

6. Use dock maintenance methods 
appropriate to the season. Floating 
docks should be kept in at least 1.5 meters 
of water to prevent props from scouring 
the shoreline. In the fall when fish are 
spawning, move docks well above the high 
water level. Docks should not “ground” on 
the shore as this can destroy vegetation, 
create erosion or crush fish eggs in the 
rocks and gravel below. Finally, dispose of 
your old dock responsibly at your local 
landfill or recycling facility.

7. Keep your boat speed down as the wake 
can negatively impact vegetation and 
shallow water areas which are important 
to spawning and rearing fish and bird 
habitats.

8. Ensure that your septic field is 
functioning properly and set as far back 
from the shoreline as possible. Have 
it checked regularly so chemicals and 
nutrients do not leach onto the shoreline 
and use only phosphate-free soaps and 
detergents.

Whether you live on the 

waterfront or in the uplands of 

the watershed, each of us has a 

responsibility for our lakes. By 

following these tips when living 

or working near the shoreline, 

you can help keep it healthy for 

future generations, make the 

lakes a more enjoyable place to 

live, work and play and ensure 

property values remain strong.
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