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B.C.’s future flows
along the Fraser

One look at the Fraser River Basin and you can see why it plays such a

pivotal role in British Columbia’s future. Like much of the province, it’s

bigger than life, stretching 1400 km from the Rockies to Richmond and
covering an area the size of Britain or California.

Perhaps even more important, the Fraser Basin is home to two-thirds of
British Columbians and their families, neighbourhoods and businesses.
This reality has spawned a wide range of high profile issues, from
urbanization and flood protection, to industrial and air pollution, economic
diversification and wildlife management. With 80% of BC’s economy being
generated in the Fraser Basin, a prosperous future for the region — and for
the entire province — depends on maintaining and improving the
economic, social and environmental health of the basin.

That’s where the Fraser Basin Council comes in.

Fraser Basin Council — one of B.C.’s best kept secrets

In 1997, community groups, business and all
levels of government, came together to create
the non-partisan Fraser Basin Council. In the past
six years, it has tackledmore than 50
sustainability issues and chalked up some
impressive accomplishments. For example the
Council is working with local governments to
prepare for the next great Fraser River flood.
It is helping to resolve an important water use
conflict in the Nechako, a sensitive issue that
had eluded a practical resolution for 50 years,
and it is working with communities throughout
the Basin to strengthen and diversify their
economies.

"I think the Fraser Basin Council is one
of BC’s best kept secrets," explained
Patrick Reid, former diplomat and cur-
rent chair of the council. "We try to stay
away from the rhetoric that so often
gets in the way of good decision-making.

The 36 board members around our table
come from every corner of the basin

and represent a broad cross section of
communities, environmental groups,
business and government, including
First Nations.

"While a board with three dozen members
wouldn’t normally be expected to find con-
sensus on many issues, we've been able to
work together to find practical, common
sense solutions that work."

The Fraser Basin

- a river runs through it

The 240,000 sq km of the Fraser Basin
represents the geographical area
drained by the Fraser River and its 13
main watersheds. This intricate
network of tributary rivers,
lakes, streams, marshes,
bogs and swamps spreads
like a system of veins
through the heart of the
province. If the basin is the
heartland of British Columbia, then
the Fraser and its tributaries are its
lifeblood.

In addition to boasting one of the
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"I think there’s a growing sense that all of us want
to leave our children and grandchildren with a
legacy of opportunities, and a future that’s no less
promising than the one my generation enjoyed
growing up. That means making good long-

term decisions, and finding workable solutions
that make sense to the widest possible audience
of stakeholders in the basin."

Patrick Reid

Chair of the Fraser Basin Council,
former Commissioner-General of Expo 86 and
Chairman of the Rick Hansen Man-In-Motion Foundation

Fraser Basin Watersheds
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"Our pursuit of sustain-
ability is not challenged

by our technical capacity,
but by our capacity to work
together effectively towards
common goals. The work of
the Fraser Basin Council
focuses primarily on

this challenge."

The Hon. lona Campagnolo,
Lieutenant-Governor of

British Columbia and former
Chair of the Fraser Basin

Council (1997-2001)

world’s most productive salmon river sys-

tems, the Fraser Basin is also home to 65 other
species of fish and hundreds of species of birds,
reptiles, mammals, plants and trees. Its globally
significant estuary is a crucial staging area on
the Pacific Flyway, the winged equivalent of a
migratory freeway at rush hour.

But one species, more than any other, has a
dramatic and growing impact on the Fraser
Basin. As the home of 2.7 million British
Columbians, the basin faces important chal-
lenges resulting from the ever-increasing popula-
tion across the region, expected to increase to
four million over the next 20 years.

Issues and undercurrents challenge
the future of the Fraser Basin
Finding a sustainable balance between indus-

try, communities, First Nations, agriculture, con-
servation and wildlife is a daunting challenge.
The Fraser Basin Council believes its unique
approach to decision-making can help close the
gap between competing agendas across the
basin.

"Finding solutions to economic, environmental
and social sustainability issues isn’t going to be
easy," notes Reid, "but we’re hopeful. More and
more people recognize the connections that link
one part of the basin to another.”

Reid added that anything that’s done in one
corner of the basin has an impact in some other
part of the region, and no two parts of the basin
are the same. "You've got the Lower Mainland
with its strong, diverse economy, but with press-
ing urbanization concerns as more and more of
us crowd into one corner of the province," said
Reid. "Then, you've got the interior and the
north which have important economic concerns
as they work to transition from single industries
to a broader, more diversified economic base.
Both regions must have healthy economies if the
basin is to become truly sustainable."

Looking ahead, Reid says that over the next
three years the Fraser Basin Council will focus on
five priorities: creating stronger communities;
protecting people and property from the next
great flood; measuring the progress of sustain-
ability; building aboriginal and non-aboriginal
collaboration; and protecting fish and fisheries

on the Fraser.

"When | look at what our two past
chairs, lona Campagnolo and Jack Blaney,
our board and the hundreds of dedicated
people who are working together to find
practical solutions to complex issues have
accomplished, I’'m optimistic about the
future," added Reid. "I think there’s also a
growing sense that all of us want to leave our
children and grandchildren with a legacy of

opportunities, and a future that’s no less promis-

ing than the one my generation enjoyed growing
up," noted Reid. "That means making good
long-term decisions, and finding workable solu-
tions that make sense to the widest possible
audience of stakeholders in the basin."

For more information on the Fraser Basin Council, go to: www.fraserbasin.bc.ca

Look for a special Believe BC supplement

on BC Rivers in tomorrow’s Vancouver Sun




