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The New BC Ministry of Healthy Living

and Sport

• Innovative structure to support healthy
communities

• Creation of a new Health Protection Branch
– Adding some staff and functions from Ministry of

Environment in the areas of air and water quality to
traditional public health protection

– Better exploration of the connections between
environmental changes and health impacts to support
policy and program development

– Opportunity to build on knowledge as a shared
resource



Not Composed of Autonomous
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New Water and Air Mandate:

• Assess effectiveness and efficiency of
current policies and services

• Develop new policies

• Set standards

• Public reporting on air & water quality

• Support for air and water shed planning



Communication/Public Reporting

Three Broad Streams:

• Living web page

- public knowledge, observations, and feedback

• Regional Information delivery

   - local knowledge, data, management info

• Roll-up in annual Provincial Health Officers’

Report



Core Programs in Public Health

• An initiative to support high quality public health

services throughout BC

• Review evidence and best practices from around

the world to inform the development of Model

Programs

• Informs and supports plans and activities of the

Ministry, Health Authorities

•  21 programs in development

• Air Quality is one of these



History and Challenges

• Air quality issues covered as one of the “general

hazards”

• In the context of busy public health units AQ activities

largely based on response to complaints

• In some regions much more active programs of research

and action – but variable around the province

• Little reliable information available to support local

activities

• Ongoing challenges in maintaining collaborative working

relationships at all levels in a complex system



Air Quality Core Programs

Indoor and Outdoor Air – Main Program Components

• The surveillance and monitoring of air quality, including
trend analysis and assessment of public health reports.

• Identifying, with partners as appropriate, key air pollutants
and sources (including new products), and
assessing/prioritizing their public health impact.

• Identifying and implementing, with partners, effective
interventions.

• Educational and awareness initiatives.



What this means for communities

• A confirmation of the importance of air quality improvement

in health improvement

• Support for local health authorities to build specific

consideration of air quality and its impact on health into the

planning for public health activities

• Better coordination and sharing of information throughout

the system

…a shift to a more systematic and proactive approach



Air Quality BC Website

• A one-stop shop for air quality information
• Collaboration between MoE and MHLS

• New and restructured static content
• Updated look and feel
• Up-to-date air quality advisory information
• Accessible historical air quality data
• Improved access to air quality reports
• Real-time, map-based air quality data incorporating

both raw parameters and the Air Quality Health
Index.



Updated look and feel



Updated interface for real-time data



Contacts and links:

http://www.phabc.org/ - for further public
health core programs information

www.bcairquality.ca

http://www.bc.lung.ca/airquality/


