














The Ancient Forest Trail

Just over 100 km east of Prince George are some of the Upper Fraser’s oldest trees and
a most fascinating forest. The Ancient Forest Trail is a labour of love, thanks to the efforts
of local community groups that have worked together to showcase this unique and
diverse forest ecosystem. A portion of the forest near Dome Creek is designated as an
old growth management area, with Western red cedars up to 50 metres tall and up to
1,000 years old. Since 2007, this inland temperate rainforest has served as a licensed
harvest block, a nature stop for 7,000 people a year, an outdoor classroom for UNBC
students, a source of inspiration for artistic endeavors, and most recently, as a proposed
old-growth management site. Visit www.ancientcedar.ca.’

Economic Diversity Index

In 2001 BC Statistics developed this index to measure economic diversity in communities
throughout BC. Among 20 Fraser Basin communities, Vanderhoof ranked the least diverse (56).
Including Burns Lake (60) and Prince George (64), the Upper Fraser region had three of the five
communities in the Fraser Basin with the least diverse economies in 2001." However, the
situation seems to have improved in Prince George more recently, as the city’s resilient
economy maintained steady growth. Average incomes are above the provincial average and
employment rates have increased. The economy is more diversified, with less reliance on wood
manufacturing as well as transportation and warehousing. For example, between 2002-2006
there was an 80% increase in employment in the professional, scientific and technical services
sector, as well as a 47% increase in the information, culture and recreation sector.

A Golden Raven Experience

Golden Raven (www.goldenraven.ca) works to strengthen economic growth in the arts,
culture and heritage sectors by enhancing exposure and promoting cultural tourism
opportunities throughout the Regional District of Fraser-Fort George.

The Community Partners Addressing Homelessness

The Community Partners Addressing Homelessness (CPAH) is a collaboration of service providers,
agencies, non-profit organizations and representatives from municipal, provincial and federal
governments established in 2001 to develop local solutions to homelessness in Prince George.
CPAH has developed a Community Plan, and in May 2008 conducted a survey to examine the
issues and situation of homelessness. Of the 375 people surveyed, 259 identified themselves as
homeless. Thirty percent of those surveyed cited the cost of housing as the main reason for their
homelessness; 22% indicated alcohol or substance abuse was the primary reason.






