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INTRODUCTION

In December of 2000 a unique partnership was formed between Fisheries and Oceans
Canada, the Provincial ministry previously known as Environment, Lands and Parks, the
Columbia Shuswap Regional District and the Fraser Basin Council. The partnership
identified a need, within the Columbia Shuswap Regional District, to gather the existing
information on Shuswap and Mara lakes, concerning fish habitat, wildlife habitat,
foreshore/riparian habitat, water quality, hydrologic interactions, human activities, and
historic and cultural uses.

A position was housed in the regional office of the Fraser Basin Council to work
collaboratively with the Columbia Shuswap Regional District to carry out the Shuswap
and Mara Lakes Aquatic/Development Fringe Study. The intent of this study was to
gather, analyse and report on existing information (i.e. published, un-published, raw
data, anecdotal, etc.) on Shuswap and Mara Lakes. This information was to be used as a
framework by the Columbia Shuswap Regional District staff, to provide research and
guidance for future development decisions.

The study was divided into two phases. Phase 1 composed of all lands, riparian areas
and fisheries values included in Shuswap and Mara Lakes’ waters and foreshores. Phase
two, which began after March 31, 2002 is to include all lands 600 meters above the
natural boundary, as well as defined portions of the major tributaries of the lakes.

The existing documents in Phase 1 were gathered from users, experts and professionals,
from various agencies, business and non-government organizations. Some on site field
investigations occurred for water quality information, as well as fish and wildlife habitat.

The following report is a reference collection of all the existing information to date, for
the defined phase 1 study area. A total of 116 information sources were collected on
various topics. Some of the reports contain information that covers a portion of the
Phase 1 study area but expand beyond it. Therefore, some of the Phase 2 study area
information has been included within this document.

This reference library can provide the data required to develop technically sound
documents and background research into activities around the lakes. A digital version of
this reference library is available to everyone through the Fraser Basin Council website at
www.fraserbasin.bc.ca.
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