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5. Promote the establishment and maintenance of a centralized, coordinated and current invasive
plant inventory that is accessible and available to users and the public, with mapping capability
and an online reporting system for invasive plant management.

6. Address early detection and eradication of outbreaks of invasive plants by:

• Serving as a catalyst or support mechanism for action on crisis management, without
duplicating local actions;

• Developing and implementing a protocol to keep ecosystems free of invasive plants through
cooperation by all agencies;

• Providing special funding to address new outbreaks of invasive plants; and
• Developing early detection and risk assessment strategies for new invasive plant species in

British Columbia, including producing a “provincial invaders list” for key species in areas of
concern and identifying levels of action needed.

7. Manage the proposed trust fund, through the board of directors, to:

• Receive applications and funding proposals from a variety of parties to conduct public
awareness campaigns, research projects and other relevant activities; and

• Implement a provincial prioritization mechanism for making decisions on spending limited
funds.

8. Identify research needs and priorities for the management of invasive plants.

9. Monitor the strategy’s effectiveness towards improved invasive plant management in British
Columbia by:

• Producing a provincial “report card” on the state of invasive plant management and how
agencies are performing; and

• Adapting the strategy as required, based on monitoring results and new knowledge.
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The new Invasive Plant Council of British Columbia will have five key preliminary actions to
undertake. The Council will need to focus its efforts to: help ensure there is sufficient funding both for
operational management and province-wide coordination, recommend changes to strengthen
legislation, improve compliance with current and new legislation, communicate and coordinate among
its membership, and increase public awareness and outreach regarding invasive plant management.

8.1 Help Ensure Sufficient Funding
Sufficient funding for invasive plant management in British Columbia is required for two main
purposes: (1) to carry out operational management programs, including control treatments, and (2) to
provide province-wide coordination by the Invasive Plant Council. The Council will use its collective
influence to help ensure there is sufficient funding for operational management of invasive plants at the
local level. Additional funds are required to carry out the Council’s new province-wide coordination
role, which will be best achieved through the establishment and management of a new multi-party trust
fund. This is expected to be a more cost-effective process overall for invasive plant management.

Funding the Council’s activities through the trust fund will not draw from funds for operational
invasive plant management. The purpose of the trust fund will be to finance coordination of
invasive plant management in British Columbia, the identification and promotion of research
priorities, public awareness and outreach programs, and other related Council functions and
activities. The trust fund would be managed and administered at arms-length from government, and
not subject to the provincial government’s annual budgeting process. The provision of financial
support is not only critical for the Council’s functions, but is also expected to help develop “buy-in”
to the strategy and the Council’s role.

Contributions to the trust fund would be voluntary. Contributors could include the federal and
provincial governments, industry, non-government organizations and research groups. A more
complete overview of possible contributors is provided in the list of potential signatories to the
strategy’s Memorandum of Support in Section 13.

The Council will consider provincial priorities in its allocation of funding from the trust fund;
however, it will also need to recognize regional priorities and their significance to the province.
Independent management of the trust fund is required for the secure continuation of, and
confidence in, the Council and its mandate.

8.2 Recommend Legislative Changes
Effective legislation for invasive plant management is a foundation for the Council’s fulfillment of
its roles and responsibilities and the strategy’s overall success. To minimize threats to British
Columbia’s environment and economy and to public health, the Council will appoint a working
group (Regulation, Compliance and Enforcement) to review federal and provincial legislation
relating to invasive alien plant management and make recommendations for changes.

In reviewing all relevant federal and provincial Acts (listed in section 12), the Regulation,
Compliance and Enforcement working group may wish to consider:

• The effectiveness of current federal and provincial legislation in achieving proactive management
of invasive plants on all federal lands, provincial Crown lands and private land, including
preventing the importation of potentially invasive species;

• The role of local government and invasive plant control under section 9 of the provincial Weed
Control Act, and in municipal and regional district bylaws;

• The extent and ability of current legislation to effectively address all invasive plants (not only those
legislated as noxious weeds);

• Methods of cost recovery for invasive plant management;
• The role of land users in preventing new outbreaks and the spread of invasive plants; and
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• Effective ways to present and implement Best Management Practices for invasive plants (for
example, linking with the development and promotion of Best Management Practices for
recreational activities in grasslands).

8.3 Aim for Improved Compliance
Many invasive plant program managers and technical specialists find that increasing awareness of the
impacts of invasive plants is the best way to achieve compliance with legislation by a wide range of
stakeholders. Compliance with all legislation, both current and new, is a foundation of this strategy
and is based on improving public awareness and understanding of the impacts of invasive plants.

Compliance will be monitored by the Council, in combination with its efforts to improve public
awareness and outreach (described in section 8.5) for evaluating changes in compliance over time.
This is expected to create a more cooperative and supportive environment for successful invasive
plant management.

8.4 Enhance Communication and Coordination
Communication and coordination of this strategy will be focused on the broad, inclusive
membership of the provincial Invasive Plant Council. The Council will communicate with its
members through an annual meeting and regular e-mail updates. This will initiate a process for
members to share new information and Council business with their staff, members and
constituents. The Council’s work will emphasize the prevention of invasive plant establishment and
spread. Regional programs will build on those prevention efforts and supplement them with the
necessary operational work to control invasive plants.

8.5 Increase Public Awareness and Outreach
Among its many important roles and responsibilities, the Invasive Plant Council will lead a
coordinated public awareness and outreach program across the province. This is a critical
foundation of the strategy. Public awareness will employ a comprehensive approach that addresses
all land users and ends the issue of “weeds” as primarily an agricultural issue. 

Increasing public awareness of the impacts of invasive plants will include drawing on the potential
influence of the Council and its members. The program will communicate key messages to user
groups and the public, based on local technical needs and the most effective delivery methods. Public
awareness will build on local programs using consistent and complementary messages to all age
groups. Programs and activities will focus on preventing invasive plant infestations, minimizing the
spread of outbreaks, presenting methods of control and restoring ecosystems. Outreach (extension)
services will continue to be provided at the local level by knowledgeable individuals who can assist
with plant identification, confirmation of recent outbreaks and options for site-specific treatments.

The Council’s board of directors may wish to establish a working group to oversee public awareness
at the province-wide level. Duplication of local efforts must be avoided. As well, information and
outreach to children through school programs and nature activities can help them alert their families
in the identification of invasive species. Monitoring the results of public awareness efforts will
require that a benchmark study first be conducted to evaluate current programs.

Public awareness and outreach may include setting up and maintaining a central website,
implementing a television campaign, creating an invasive plants mascot, adding invasive plant
management to the science and environmental school curriculum, and establishing a toll-free
number to report new outbreaks. Engaging the media may be particularly helpful to relay key
messages to the public about the impacts and management of invasive plants. Local stewardship
groups will be encouraged to help implement invasive plant management in their ecosystem
restoration programs and projects.
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Implementation of the strategy will involve individual and coordinated roles and responsibilities for
all Memorandum of Support signatories. As discussed earlier, under the strategy a new Invasive
Plant Council of British Columbia will be established to conduct all coordination, planning,
prioritizing and education for invasive plant management. The Council will exist as a legal, non-
profit society with members and bylaws, and will be guided by a board of directors.

The federal government will fulfill its role in managing invasive plants on all federal lands, such as
Indian Reserves, military areas and national parks. Research on invasive plant bio-control and
management will be another important function. 

The strategy will also encourage First Nations to play a larger role in the management of invasive
plants on reserve lands. To realize this, First Nations will work closely with the federal, provincial and
local governments, and participate directly with local government and regional weed committees.

The provincial government is the most significant land occupier of provincial Crown land, and
several ministries hold responsibility for Crown land management and tenures. The provincial
government will oversee all relevant legislation and will manage invasive plants on Crown land, as
well as provide technical expertise on key species in British Columbia.

Regional management of invasive plants will be delivered through a cooperative approach at the
local level, involving local governments and regional weed committees, to coordinate delivery of
operational invasive plant management programs.

Land occupiers, as defined under the provincial Weed Control Act, will continue to be responsible
for the control of noxious weeds on their land. Fulfilling this requirement will be achieved through
improved public awareness and outreach to prevent the establishment of all invasive plant species
and provide options for management.

Industry will continue to conduct management activities, including voluntary control of known
outbreaks. Industry representatives will work with multi-jurisdictional initiatives to develop
management programs that cover all land uses in an area. The numerous industrial sectors affiliated
with land management will be relied on to influence their employees and clients about the
importance of invasive plant management.

Non-government organizations will provide vital support and far-reaching influence about invasive
plant management, both within the Council and to their respective members.

The academic and research community will provide essential technical support by developing new
management strategies using sound integrated vegetation management principles. Research
scientists will be relied on for their contributions to advancing control methods.
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Specific functions and responsibilities for each category are described below.

9.1 Federal Government

9.1.1 Overview and Function
The federal government encompasses a range of agencies involved in invasive plant management in
Canada. Federal involvement includes legislation, environmental protection, research, and the
funding and delivery of control treatments on federal lands. Federal departments must be
coordinated to deliver a cohesive national approach to invasive plant management for the benefit of
all provinces, including British Columbia. A federal inter-agency coordination committee (or other
mechanism) should be established to represent and coordinate the various federal departments
involved in invasive plant management.

9.1.2 Roles and Responsibilities
The expected roles and responsibilities of the federal government under the strategy are to:

1. Conduct and fund operational invasive plant management on federal lands, such as Indian
Reserve lands, military areas and national parks, to a level that achieves the strategy’s goal.

2. Identify research priorities and conduct invasive plant management research.
3. Maintain and update all relevant national legislation, as required.
4. Lead the development and delivery of new bio-control agents.
5. Enforce prevention of the importation of invasive plants in seed, forage and nursery stock.
6. Fund and deliver coordination of the federal role on invasive plant management within the

federal government and for the provinces and territories.
7. Contribute funding to the Council.
8. Contribute technical knowledge and materials for public awareness and outreach.

9.2 First Nations

9.2.1 Overview and Function
First Nations play an important role in invasive plant management because of the need to control
invasive plants on reserve lands and traditional territories. Reserve lands can often harbour invasive
plants, but there is limited or no funding for management of these plants. Additionally, improved
awareness and new operational programs will provide opportunities to develop local First Nations
workforces as a means of economic development.

9.2.2 Roles and Responsibilities
The expected roles and responsibilities for First Nations under the invasive plant strategy are to:

1. Conduct invasive plant management on Indian Reserve lands to a level that achieves the
strategy’s goal, and work with community-based weed committees within First Nations
traditional territories.

2. Contribute treatment data and information on invasive plant outbreaks to the inventory
database.

3. Develop effective integrated invasive plant management strategies.
4. Liaise with, and provide information to, land managers and regional weed committees

regarding invasive plant management.
5. Increase awareness with Band members of invasive plants and their impacts.
6. Encourage the establishment of an invasive plant committee for each Band.
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9.3 Provincial Government

9.3.1 Overview and Function
The provincial government is responsible for the management of British Columbia’s vast area of
Crown lands, including forests, grasslands and transportation corridors. Several government
ministries have overlapping responsibilities for tenures and resource management on Crown land.

9.3.2 Roles and Responsibilities
The expected roles and responsibilities for the provincial government under the strategy are to :

1. Maintain and update relevant legislation and regulations.
2. Develop effective integrated invasive plant management strategies.
3. Conduct invasive plant management on Crown lands to a level that achieves the strategy’s goal.
4. Determine the role of each provincial ministry for invasive plant management.
5. Monitor and ensure the enforcement of provincial legislation.
6. Ensure the maintenance of an accurate invasive plant inventory and database that are accessible

to users and the public, both for data entry and retrieval.
7. Provide technical expertise to local government, regional weed committees and the public on

priority (key) species, prescriptions, treatment options (Best Management Practices), data
collection, management and mapping.

8. Assist with funding for local programs by local governments and regional weed committees.
9. Contribute funding to the Council.
10. Encourage the development of a functioning weed committee or local program in every region

of the province.
11. Identify research needs and priorities with the federal government and provincial universities.
12. Contribute technical knowledge and materials for public awareness and outreach.

9.4 Local Government

9.4.1 Overview and Function
Local government includes regional districts and municipalities responsible for invasive plant
management on lands it occupies. Some local governments conduct invasive plant management
programs that vary according to direction of the regional district board or municipal council.
Activities of local government could include operating or participating on weed committees,
education and awareness programs, inventory and monitoring, and enforcing weed control where
deemed necessary.

9.4.2 Roles and Responsibilities
The expected roles and responsibilities of local government under the strategy are to:

1. Conduct invasive plant management on the land it occupies to a level that achieves the
strategy’s goal.

2. Operate, encourage the establishment of, or participate on a multi-sector weed committee to
coordinate invasive plant management by stakeholders at the local level.

3. Encourage private landowners to comply with provincial legislation.
4. Provide leadership and support for public education at the local level. This could include

undertaking awareness programs or supporting education programs that benefit local
communities.

5. Encourage implementation of prevention strategies.
6. Deliver on-the-ground invasive plant management programs on private land, at the direction of

the regional district board or municipal council, as appropriate.
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9.5 Regional Weed Committees

9.5.1 Overview and Function
For the purposes of this strategy, “regional weed committee” refers to community-based, or regional,
weed committees operating as societies or informal groups. They are usually composed of a range of
stakeholders from provincial government agencies, local government, community interest groups
and industry, along with affiliated individuals, all of whom cooperate to improve invasive plant
management within the defined area. In addition to planning and coordinating treatments, regional
weed committees focus on prevention, education and awareness, inventory and monitoring.
Coordination between weed committees is facilitated by annual meetings to share information and
coordinate activities across jurisdictional boundaries. 

9.5.2 Roles and Responsibilities
The expected roles and responsibilities of regional weed committees under the strategy are to:

1. Support delivery of invasive plant management to a level that achieves the strategy’s goal.
2. Operate as a multi-sector committee to coordinate local invasive plant management by

stakeholders.
3. Coordinate delivery of operational control programs, the “on-the-ground” work, with available

resources and encourage implementation of prevention strategies by all stakeholders.
4. Provide outreach services for public education and awareness and respond to requests for

technical information.
5. Encourage or provide complete and accurate database entry on invasive plant outbreaks and

control treatments.
6. Encourage compliance with provincial legislation pertaining to invasive plants.
7. Monitor effectiveness of local invasive plant management.
8. Work as a catalyst to ensure that local contractors are available for operational work.

9.6 Land Occupier

9.6.1 Overview and Function
Under the Weed Control Act, land occupier refers to a person who is in physical possession of land,
premises or property, or who is responsible for – and has control over – the condition of, the
activities conducted on, and the persons allowed to enter or use, land, premises or property. The
land occupier may be a municipality or government. Land occupiers are responsible for the
management of defined noxious weeds on their land.

9.6.2 Roles and Responsibilities
The primary responsibility of land occupiers is to control legislated noxious weeds. Land occupiers
will also be encouraged and supported to conduct invasive plant management, as required, to a level
that achieves the strategy’s goal.

9.7 Industry

9.7.1 Overview and Function
The industry category covers a wide range of commercial users in British Columbia affiliated with
invasive plant management, including the agriculture, forestry and mining sectors; utilities and
transportation; and commercial recreation and guide outfitters.

9.7.2 Roles and Responsibilities
Under the invasive plant strategy, the expected roles and responsibilities for industry are to:
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1. Conduct invasive plant management to a level that achieves the strategy’s goal.
2. Support local government and regional weed committees by:

• Cooperating in public awareness and education activities;
• Contributing technical expertise in the preparation of information resources; and
• Assisting with the distribution of information resources to employees, contractors and clients.

3. Influence employees, contractors and clients to manage invasive plants.
4. Participate, where possible, on local government or regional weed committees.
5. Contribute to the trust fund.

9.8 Non-Government Organizations

9.8.1 Overview and Function
Non-government organizations (NGOs) play an important role in invasive plant management
because they encompass a wide range of resource management categories, mandates and land-based
user groups. Individual members of NGOs represent a diverse number of disciplines and they are
often able to contribute and influence in many constructive ways.

9.8.2 Roles and Responsibilities
The expected roles and responsibilities for NGOs under the strategy are to:

1. Support regional programs and local government by:
• Cooperating in public awareness and education activities;
• Contributing technical expertise in the preparation of information resources; and
• Assisting with the distribution of information resources to members and clients.

2. Influence members and clients to implement invasive plant management.
3. Participate, where possible, on local government and regional weed committees.
4. Contribute to the trust fund.

9.9 Academia and Research Organizations

9.9.1 Overview and Function
Academia and research organizations include universities, other post-secondary institutions and
research organizations. This category covers researchers who contribute to invasive plant
management, including those involved in bio-control businesses. This scientific expertise will
continue to play a critical role in invasive plant management by making available the most effective
control strategies.

9.9.2 Roles and Responsibilities
The expected roles and responsibilities for academia and research organizations under the strategy
are to:

1. Conduct research on invasive plant management techniques.
2. Conduct risk assessment to analyze the costs and benefits of different management regimes and

control methods for individual plant species.
3. Recommend changes to invasive plant management strategies and practices based on new

information and knowledge derived from research.
4. Share staff expertise through teaching at post-secondary institutions, adult education courses,

and technical workshops and courses.
5. Develop ecosystem restoration methodologies to rehabilitate areas infested with invasive plants.
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The implementation process for the invasive plant strategy is detailed below.

1. Complete the strategy by February, 2004.
2. Present the strategy to federal, provincial and local governments.
3. Build cooperation and support for the strategy, including confirming signatories to the

Memorandum of Support.
4. Establish the Invasive Plant Council and develop a short-term action plan for its five

preliminary key actions:
• Help ensure sufficient funding both for province-wide coordination and operational

management;
• Recommend changes to strengthen legislation;
• Improve compliance with current and new legislation;
• Communicate and coordinate among its membership; and 
• Increase public awareness and outreach.

5. Obtain funding by April 2004 to initiate strategy implementation.
6. Review the Memorandum of Support in early 2005.
7. Release the strategy’s first “report card” in early 2005.
8. By 2005, identify key invasive plant species from different Ministry priorities, key habitats at

risk, habitats identified through the Species at Risk process, habitats with legislated priority, and
actions for new species recently discovered.

Once implemented, the strategy must be monitored to assess its effectiveness in improving the
management of invasive plants, and to determine if further changes are required. Implementation of
the strategy will be monitored for achievement of commitments at all levels. Monitoring will require
defined indicators to measure progress, including surveys with benchmarks established for 2003 on
which progress can be measured.

Monitoring will be at two levels. Firstly, it will be conducted to evaluate the effectiveness of the
strategy’s implementation through the Council, the federal and provincial governments, and
regional weed committees. This will additionally include the effectiveness of different measures to
increase public awareness of invasive plants. Secondly, monitoring will be conducted to find ways to
improve the strategy itself.

The Council would set the targets and indicators for such strategy components as public awareness,
invasive plant control, and key invasive plant species and habitats, and then monitor to assess
progress and the strategy’s effectiveness. Monitoring of public awareness will require that strategy
signatories and other members of the Council know if the publications, posters and other measures
produced to date have been effective, or if the approaches used to convey important messages about
invasive plants should be modified.

Strategy monitoring results could be presented in a “report card” format to simplify the
communication of progress on invasive plant management. The report card would assess different
components of invasive plant management, such as the functioning of the Council, security of
funding, number of new outbreaks, and overall progress in improving invasive plant management.
All reporting will be based on the strategy’s goal and objectives.
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12.1 Federal
The purpose of the Plant Protection Act is to protect plant life and
the agricultural and forestry sectors of the Canadian economy by
preventing the importation, exportation and spread of pests, and by
controlling or eradicating pests in Canada.

Source: <http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/P-14.8/index.html>

The Seeds Act stipulates that seed imported into, or exported from,
Canada must conform to the prescribed standard and be marked,
packed and accurately labeled.

Source: <http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/S-8/index.html>

The Species at Risk Act was recently enacted to prevent wildlife
from becoming extinct in Canada; to provide for wildlife species
that are extirpated, endangered or threatened as a result of human
activity; and to manage species of special concern to prevent them
from becoming endangered or threatened.

Source: <www.sararegistry.gc.ca/the_act/SARA_guide_e.pdf>

The Wild Animal and Plant Protection and Regulation of
International and Interprovincial Trade Act was created to control
international trade and inter-provincial transport in wild animals and
plants, their parts and products to better conserve Canadian and foreign
species, and to protect Canadian ecosystems from the introduction of
harmful wild species. The Act prohibits the importation of wildlife
taken illegally from another country, and implements Canada’s
obligations under the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES).

Source:<www.ec.gc.ca/EnviroRegs/ENG/SearchDetail.cfm?intAct=1014>.

12.2 Provincial
The Weed Control Act places a duty on all land occupiers to control
the noxious weed species listed in the accompanying regulations.
British Columbia has 48 plant species classified as noxious. These
must not be transported to, or seeded in, areas where they are not
already established. The Act provides for the appointment of
inspectors to ensure compliance and, failing that, for a method by
which they can control weeds with costs recovered from the
occupier. Weed Control Committees may be established by
municipal councils to administer the Act within a municipality.
Committees report to the municipal councils and to the Minister.

Source: <www.agf.gov.bc.ca/ministry/legsum/WCON.stm>

The Plant Protection Act provides for the prevention of the spread of
pests destructive to plants in British Columbia, including the powers
of inspectors and the authority to establish quarantine areas.

Source: <www.agf.gov.bc.ca/ministry/legsum/PPRO.stm>

The Forest and Range Practices Act brings in the application of a
results-based system for the management of forest and range
resources. It replaces the Forest Practices Code of British Columbia Act
and requires that forest and range practices prevent the introduction
or spread of invasive plants.

Source: <www.for.gov.bc.ca/code/>

The Integrated Pest Management Act replaces the Pesticide Control
Act regarding the application of pesticides for commercial and
industrial use on all public land and on private land used for
forestry, utilities, transportation and pipelines. The Act requires that
all reasonable non-pesticide treatments must be evaluated and the
use of pesticides justified before being used.

Source: <http://wlapwww.gov.bc.ca/epd/epdpa/ipmp/pestact/index.html>

Under the Pipeline Act, companies that construct or operate
pipelines to transport oil, gas or solids must, on its land adjacent to
its pipeline, annually root out and destroy thistles and noxious
weeds before they have matured to seed.

Source: <http://www.qp.gov.bc.ca/statreg/stat/P/96364_01.htm#section38>
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INVASIVE PLANT STRATEGY FOR BRITISH COLUMBIA

Potential signatories of the Invasive Plant Strategy for British Columbia, by category, include, but are not limited to:

Category Potential Signatory

Federal Government • Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada
• Canadian Food Inspection Agency
• Department of National Defence
• Environment Canada
• Fisheries and Oceans Canada
• Indian and Northern Affairs Canada
• Natural Resources Canada
• Parks Canada
• Western Economic Diversification Canada

First Nations • First Nations Agricultural Association
• First Nations Summit and affiliated bands and tribal councils
• Independent bands
• Individual treaties (e.g., Nisga’a, Douglas, Treaty 8)
• Union of BC Indian Chiefs and affiliated bands and tribal councils

Provincial Government • BC Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Fisheries
• BC Ministry of Energy and Mines
• BC Ministry of Forests
• BC Ministry of Sustainable Resource Management
• BC Ministry of Transportation
• BC Ministry of Water, Land and Air Protection
• Land and Water BC Inc.

Local Government • Association of Vancouver Island and Coastal Communities
• Individual municipalities
• Individual regional districts
• Regional weed committees
• Union of BC Municipalities

Forest Industry • BC Nursery Trade Association
• Central Interior Logging Association
• Coast Forest Lumber Association
• Council of Forest Industries
• Federation of BC Woodlot Associations
• Forest Nursery Association of BC
• Northern Integrated Vegetation Management Association
• Private Forest Landowners Association
• Truck Loggers Association

Agriculture • BC Agriculture Council
• BC Cattlemen’s Association
• BC Forage Council
• BC Landscape and Nursery Association
• Farmer’s Institute
• Provincial 4-H Council
• Seed companies
• Society for Range Management

Utilities • BC Hydro
• BC Transmission Corporation
• Fortis
• Duke Energy Gas Transmissions
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INVASIVE PLANT STRATEGY FOR BRITISH COLUMBIA

Category Potential Signatory

Utilities (continued) • Pacific Northern Gas
• Telus
• Terasen Gas
• Terasen Pipelines
• TransCanada PipeLines

Transportation • BC Rail
• Burlington Northern Santa Fe
• CN Rail
• CP Rail

Conservation and • BC Habitat Conservation Fund
Wildlife • BC Wildlife Federation

• Cariboo Chilcotin Conservation Society
• Columbia Basin Trust
• Ducks Unlimited
• Federation of BC Naturalists
• Garry Oak Ecosystems Recovery Team
• Grasslands Conservation Council of BC
• Habitat Acquisition Trust
• Land Trust Acquisition of BC
• Native Plant Society of BC
• Nature Conservancy of Canada
• Rocky Mountain Elk Association
• The Land Conservancy of BC
• The Nature Trust of BC

Recreation and • BC Marine Trades Association
Tourism • BC Rodeo Association

• BC Snowmobile Federation
• Council of Tourism Associations
• Four Wheel Drive Association of BC
• Guide Outfitters Association of BC
• Horse Council BC
• Mountain Bike BC
• Outdoor Recreation Council of BC
• Quad Riders Association of BC

Academic and • Affiliated research organizations
Research • Bio-control businesses

• Universities and university colleges in British Columbia, other western provinces, and western US states

Others • Association of BC Forest Professionals
• Association of Professional Biologists of BC
• Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of BC
• BC and Yukon Chamber of Mines
• BC Institute of Agrologists
• BC Society of Landscape Architects
• BC Plant Protection Advisory Council
• BC Real Estate Association
• Integrated Vegetation Management Association of BC
• Land development associations and affiliated industry
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Invasive Plant Strategy for British Columbia
Memorandum of Support

The Invasive Plant Strategy for British Columbia is a collaborative outcome produced by a wide range of
representatives from:

• All orders of government, including federal, provincial, local and First Nations;
• Land- and water-based user groups;
• Resource-based businesses and industries;
• Utilities; and
• Non-government organizations.

The strategy’s goal is to build cooperation and coordination to protect British Columbia’s environment and
minimize negative social and economic impacts caused by the introduction, establishment and spread of invasive
alien plants.

Signatories to this Memorandum of Support endorse the strategy’s intent and thereby agree to uphold and espouse its
goal. Signatories agree to participate in the Invasive Plant Council of British Columbia and help build leadership and a
cooperative, province-wide invasive plant management program. Signatories are likewise expected to encourage other
potential parties and individuals to work towards successful implementation of the strategy over time.

Nothing in this Memorandum of Support obligates signatories to contribute financially to the Invasive Plant Council of
British Columbia or any aspect of the strategy’s implementation.

____________________________________ ________________________________
Name Title

________________________________________________________________________
Organization

____________________________________ ________________________________
Signature Date

INVASIVE PLANT STRATEGY FOR BRITISH COLUMBIA

MEMORANDUM OF SUPPORT
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Invasive Plants in British Columbia

Invasive – or non-native – plant species have spread over large areas of British Columbia and
have significant negative economic, environmental and social impacts.This map illustrates the
extent of just six of over 40 major invasive plant species throughout the province. Please note
that the map does not reflect the fact that many of these invasive plants overlap in distribution.

The Fraser Basin Council has worked with many agencies, organizations and individuals to
develop the Invasive Plant Strategy for British Columbia.The Invasive Plant Council of
British Columbia is being established to address this important sustainability challenge.
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Fraser Basin Council
1st Floor – 470 Granville Street
Vancouver BC  V6C 1V5

Tel: (604) 488-5350
Fax: (604) 488-5351
Email: gwallin@fraserbasin.bc.ca

www.fraserbasin.bc.ca


