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INTRODUCTION 
 
2009 was the fifth year that the Fraser Basin Council Thompson Region has partnered with 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada to deliver the BC Interior Stewards Workshop.  The workshop 
is intended to achieve two goals: (1) formally recognize and celebrate the work that stewards 
in the Interior of BC do, and to honour the successes of one particular group or individual 
by presenting them with the BC Interior Stewardship Award for Ecosystem Excellence, and (2) 
provide a venue which offers opportunities for learning, value-added training, and net-
working with fellow stewards and resource support staff.  This report will highlight the 
presentations and tour that took place over the two-day workshop. 
 
Overall, the fifth annual workshop was considered to be very successful, and was attended 
by nearly 60 stewards from across the Interior, with strong representation from the 
Thompson and Shuswap areas.  Talking Rock Resort and Quaaout Lodge, a resort property 
on Little Shuswap Lake east of Chase that is owned and operated by Little Shuswap Indian 
Band, was the venue for the workshop.  This year’s event focussed on a few key themes: 
Shuswap Lake management strategies; invasive species; and a tour to learn about Interfor’s 
Adams Lake Lumber mill upgrades and stewardship initiatives; this year’s agenda also 
highlighted some regional stewardship initiatives underway in the Interior.  For a detailed 
agenda, please see Appendix I at the back of this report. 
 
Representatives from all levels of government (federal, provincial, First Nations, and local) 
were present at this year’s workshop, as well as representatives from various community 
stewardship groups, non-government organizations, and industry.  For a detailed list of 
workshop participants, please see Appendix II. 
 
 
WORKSHOP DAY ONE: MARCH 12TH OVERVIEW 
 
The day began with an opportunity for stewards to meet each other over a hearty breakfast, 
provided by the culinary team at Talking Rock Resort.  Following the meal, the morning 
began with a welcome by Fraser Basin Council Thompson Region Manager Phil Hallinan 
and Little Shuswap Indian Band Elder Ernie Phillips.  Following the salutations, the 
workshop started with a series of presentations on Shuswap Lake management strategies 
from three different jurisdictions, highlighting the collaborative relationships that have been 
struck among the various regulatory agencies working on Shuswap Lake.  Next, stewards 
themselves took the spotlight and enjoyed the opportunity to speak to the group about their 
work.  After lunch, the entire group boarded a bus and embarked on a tour to visit Adams 
Lake Lumber and the construction site of the new Adams River bridge, where each host 
spoke about the stewardship initiatives underway at their respective sites. 
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SESSION #1 SUMMARY: SHUSWAP LAKE MANAGEMENT PANEL 
 
Presented by: 
 
Andy Morris, Ministry of Environment (MOE) 
Bob Harding, Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
Jan Thingsted, Columbia Shuswap Regional District (CSRD) 
 
Highlights: 
 
Andy Morris began the panel by giving a presentation on the Shuswap Lake Integrated 
Planning Process (SLIPP).  SLIPP is a multi-agency process that has arisen in response to 
the increasing development and recreation pressures on Shuswap Lake.  In recent years, 
several issues including cumulative foreshore impacts and degraded habitat, large-scale 
developments, recreational use conflicts, park capacity, threatened aquifers, and water quality 
impacts have presented a case for change in the way Shuswap Lake is managed.  The 
purpose of SLIPP, therefore, is to bring together all 14 regulatory agencies to establish a 
planning process for land and water use on Shuswap and Mara Lakes to address issues that 
are better managed through collaboration. 
 
SLIPP strategic direction is guided by a steering committee consisting of political and senior 
agency representatives.  Three working groups were formed to address the issues and make 
recommendations for the SLIPP Strategic Plan: (1) foreshore development, (2) water quality 
and waste management, and (3) recreation management.  The majority of SLIPP 
recommendations focus on improvements to coordinating mechanisms among 
governments, including the formation of an inter-agency technical committee; streamlining 
the development review process; developing a coordinated water quality monitoring 
program; and delivering a coordinated education, compliance and enforcement program.  
Additional recommendations include developing a site sensitivity map; developing a 
recreation management plan for Shuswap and Mara Lakes, and banning boat discharge on 
the lakes.  To date, some of these initiatives have been initiated and others are scheduled to 
take place in the next two years as SLIPP proceeds. 
 
There are many beneficial outcomes of SLIPP, not the least of which is enhanced 
coordinated agency planning, information sharing, and response to emerging issues, as well 
as increased public confidence in government decision making and actions. 
 
~~ 
 
Bob Harding presented the preliminary findings of the Shuswap Lake Foreshore Habitat 
Inventory Mapping (FHIM), which is being done by Fisheries and Oceans Canada in 
partnership with CSRD and MOE with significant funding being provided by the Real 
Estate Foundation and the Fraser Salmon and Watersheds Program.  The FHIM project is a 
component of SLIPP, as it addresses several of its objectives: (1) the creation of a foreshore 
and upland area site sensitivity map; (2) it supports the inter-agency technical committee as 
they collaboratively manage lake issues; and (3) it supports the development application 
streamlining process.   
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The Shuswap Lakes FHIM was initiated in 2007.  It is part of a three step process to help 
integrate environmental data with land use planning information to facilitate review and 
decision making processes.  The process involves three steps:  
 
(1) a broad scale inventory process that attempts to broadly define and describe the shoreline 
of the lake systems.  The inventory provides baseline information regarding the current 
condition of the shoreline, level of development, and provides sufficient information to 
monitor shoreline changes over time.  Products collected include GPS-stamped video 
footage, digital photos, and orthophotography of the shoreline and tributaries.  The baseline 
inventory provides sufficient information to facilitate identification of sensitive shoreline 
segments as part of step 2; 
 
(2) creation of an Aquatic Habitat Index (AHI – also referred to as Ecological Sensitive 
Index).  The AHI utilizes data collected during the FHIM, field reviews, and other data 
sources to develop and rank the sensitivity of the shoreline using an index.  An index is 
defined as a numerical or categorical scale used to compare variables with some reference.  
In this case, the index is used to compare the sensitivity of different shoreline areas defined 
and collected during the FHIM to other shoreline areas of the lake; 
 
(3) development of shoreline management guidance documents.  These documents are 
intended to help land managers at all levels of government quickly assess applications and is 
intended to be the first step for review, planning, and prescribing shoreline alterations (i.e. 
land development) by applicants and review agencies. 
 
The above process is an integral part of sustainable shoreline planning and is complementary 
to the CSRD planning processes, as they seek to introduce new land use regulations.  The 
FHIM process is completed using a Geographic Information System (GIS) process, the 
products of which will be available to all members of the public at the Community Mapping 
Network website, http://cmnbc.ca.  It is important to note that the above three-step process 
has been standardized over the past several years, which will create considerable time and 
cost savings for other organizations undertaking similar work. 
 
Preliminary findings to date indicate that there have been substantial modifications of 
riparian and foreshore areas adjoining private land and some Indian Reserves, many of 
which occur in sensitive habitats.  There is significant non-compliance with regulations, 
including works without approvals, unauthorized use, and trespass of crown lands.  The 
ecological impacts of these violations are significant and have implications for water quality 
and fish habitat.  The most common activities that have been observed include the removal 
and disturbance of beach substrates (i.e. construction of groynes), removal of emergent 
vegetation, imported sand for beaches resulting in fine substrate migration to spawning 
habitats, construction of retention walls, foreshore infilling, boot moorage, abandoned 
docks, moorage buoys, concrete boat launches, riparian area encroachments, erosion of 
emergent vegetation from wake, and upland drainage modifications.  The land use types 
mostly associated with these impacts are single family housing, rural, and recreational 
development and transportation corridors. 
 
Fortunately, its not all ‘doom and gloom’ at Shuswap Lake; natural landscapes, wildlife, and 
significant and rare habitats still exist.  The next steps for the FHIM project, as they 
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contribute to the overall management of Shuswap Lake, will help to ensure that the 
ecological values of Shuswap Lake remain intact.  The next steps include the development of 
management tools such as shoreline designation maps, a risk rating system for potential 
proposed activities, and the creation of a flow chart to streamline development applications. 
 
~~ 
 
Jan Thingsted presented an overview of the Columbia Shuswap Regional District, which 
encompasses the entire Shuswap Lake, much of its highlands and part of Mara Lake.  Jan 
highlighted the various communities in the CSRD, with a focus on the numerous small, 
rural, and remote communities within the watershed.  The CSRD is a rather unique 
jurisdiction in that it has an abundance of small settlements dispersed across the landscape, 
combined with dozens of destination tourism operations and resorts that reach capacity in 
the summer months, all of which create a challenging environment for planning. 
 
In 2008, the CSRD completed their strategic plan and made commitments to, among others, 
enhancing existing settlement areas, promoting efficient use of land and water, developing 
integrated trail networks, efficient and sustainable housing, and implementing building 
regulations.  In 2008, the CSRD also signed on to the BC Climate Action Charter and 
committed to creating compact and efficient communities, reducing sprawl, and focusing on 
transit-oriented development, all of which will work toward reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions in the CSRD.   
 
To fulfill their commitments, the CSRD has several planning processes underway.  Official 
Community Plans (OCPs) are being drafted for communities in three electoral areas.  As a 
step to protect the water quality in Shuswap Lake, liquid waste management plans are being 
drafted for three electoral areas and there will be inclusions in the OCPs regarding liquid 
waste discharge.  Further to this, the CSRD supports the provincial strategy to ban grey 
water discharge from vessels in 2010 (a SLIPP recommendation).  The CSRD is also 
contributing to and benefiting from the Foreshore Inventory and Mapping component of 
SLIPP, as it will inform current and long range planning, contribute to better informed 
building inspectors, and provide valuable information for multiple stakeholders. 
 
The CSRD is also working to draft and implement regulations that will facilitate better 
management in and around Shuswap Lake.  A subdivision servicing bylaw with requirements 
for on-site water supply and sewage disposal, community water and sewer systems, and 
storm water management is in progress.  Shoreline management guidance documents are 
also in progress that will account for OCPs, zoning bylaws, park plans, and development 
applications. 
 
~~ 
 
In summary, the management issues facing Shuswap Lake, compounded by the complex 
atmosphere of a multi-jurisdictional setting, create a challenge that is not for the faint-of-
heart.  The collaboration of the Ministry of Environment, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, the 
Columbia Shuswap Regional District, and multiple other agencies and stakeholders will be 
essential to ensure the sustainability of the Shuswap Lake watershed.  
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Shuswap Lake, facing east toward the Monashee Mountains
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SESSION #2: STEWARDSHIP FEATURE PRESENTATIONS 
 
Presented by: 
 
Dave Pehl, Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure 
Tina Donald, Simpcw First Nation 
Kim North, Lillooet Naturalists Society 
 
Highlights: 
 
Dave Pehl presented a snapshot of the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure’s 
(MOT) Environmental Services Division (ESD).  Beginning with their vision, which is “a 
fully integrated transportation system that advances environmental, economic, and social 
objectives and moves goods and people safely within British Columbia and to markets 
beyond”, Dave highlighted the role of the ESD in achieving that vision.  While legislation 
such as the Wildlife, Species at Risk, Migratory Birds, and Fisheries Acts provide guidance for 
development in the province, the ESD seeks to communicate with all stakeholders, including 
provincial, federal, municipal, and First Nations governments, stewardship groups, non-
government organizations, and the public, to establish a common set of values and improve 
project designs.  The MOT also has an environmental enhancement fund to finance 
environmental projects such as culvert retrofitting, habitat conservation, habitat restoration, 
and research projects.  And finally, the ESD is responsible for performing roadside invasive 
plant management. 
 
~~ 
 
Tina Donald presented a photo slide show to illustrate her role as the Fisheries Coordinator 
for the Simpcw First Nation.  Tina’s position has a significant youth education component, 
which she finds very rewarding as she has opportunities to teach youth in her community 
(Chu Chua and Barriere) about fish, watersheds, and instill a sense of stewardship over the 
land and resources.  Some of the activities that Tina does with the youth include ice fishing, 
smolt release, harvest, enumeration, groundwater studies, fish ceremonies, invasive species 
education and management, and a school education program that is delivered in partnership 
with Fisheries and Oceans Canada.  When it comes to teaching youth about fisheries 
management, Tina emphasizes that conservation is the most important component to ensure 
sustainable fisheries.  While it’s a very demanding job, Tina finds it to be immensely 
gratifying, particularly when children approach her in the supermarket to recount a 
particularly fond memory. 
 
~~ 
 
Kim North presented a photo slide show to explain the Powerhouse Restoration project that 
the Lillooet Naturalists Society has undertaken in partnership with the Cayoose Creek 
St’atlimc and Bridge Coastal Restoration Program.  The purpose of the restoration project is 
to increase and improve habitat, and provide valuable opportunities for public education and 
awareness of valuable habitats.  The project has been very labour-intensive, beginning with a 
community visioning session, leading to mapping activities, habitat complexing, invasive 
plant eradication, road and beach access closures, native species propagation, wildlife 
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monitoring, evaluations, and community festivals.  The project also created a special Wildlife 
Habitat Area for Western Screech Owls, which is known to be an excellent indicator species 
of habitat and biodiversity.  This project has been a real community effort and has benefited 
from support from the Ministry of Environment, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, and the 
Rivershed Society of BC. 
 
 
SESSION #3: ADAMS LAKE LUMBER PRESENTATION AND SITE TOUR 
 
Presented by: 
 
Lana Kurz, Adams Lake Lumber 
 
Highlights: 
 
Adams Lake Lumber, owned by Interfor, is currently undergoing a $150 million dollar 
investment to upgrade the sawmill, energy system, and environmental initiatives on-site.  
Completion is scheduled for Spring 2009 and when the mill resumes production it will be 
one of the most modern sawmills in North America and operating within high 
environmental performance measures. 
 
Lana Kurz presented a snapshot of the mill, providing some general information about the 
mill’s operations and focusing on how the upgrades will greatly improve the mill’s efficiency 
and environmental stewardship.  The mill is located on the shore of Adams Lake and on the 
confluence of Bruhn Creek.  The environmental policy of Adams Lake Lumber is, in part, to 
minimize environmental impact, prevent pollution, and strive for continual improvement; 
they also seek to review practices and procedures and report on environmental performance.   
 
The upgrades to the mill include a new sawmill and barker, a new energy system that utilizes 
wood waste and hog fuel to heat the kilns (resulting in significant cost savings as the mill no 
longer transports wood waste off site), and an air purification system that removes 
particulate from the sawmill and feeds it to the energy system.  The original burner has been 
replaced and consequently air quality both inside and outside of the mill has greatly 
improved.  Other improvements to the mill site include several projects to control sediment, 
such as coco-matting and seeding on banks, paving and ditching throughout the mill site, 
and the construction of storm drains to control and direct run-off.  Additionally, the 
installation of sheet piling has created stable log storage adjacent to the lake and has reduced 
debris deposits into the lake, which previously were a problem and detrimental to fish 
habitat.  Oil and water separators have also been installed on site, which catch and contain 
contaminated materials until they are routinely pumped out and disposed of properly.  
Efforts to reduce log storage on the lake are also underway, as well as making current lake 
storage more efficient where replacement options do not exist.  And finally, the mill has 
undertaken several projects in and around the mill site that further demonstrate their 
stewardship ethic such as riparian planting on Bruhn Creek, foreshore restoration and 
plantings along Adams Lake that will enhance water quality, fish habitat, and provide some 
relief to sawdust impacts, and booming to protect littoral zone spawning habitat.   
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Following Lana’s presentation, the group boarded a bus and departed for the Adams Lake 
Lumber, where we were graciously toured around the site and saw first-hand the work that 
has been done to the mill operations and the grounds. 
 
 
 

 
 

Adams Lake Lumber, March 2009 
 
~~ 
 
En route back to Quaaout Lodge, the group made a second stop at the Adams River where a 
new two-lane bridge is being constructed to replace the old wooden single lane bridge.  The 
construction project manager greeted us there and explained the innovative construction of 
the bridge that is minimizing impacts to water quality, fish habitat, and recreation 
opportunities on the river.   
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STEWARDS CELEBRATION 
 
Following a full day of interesting and informative presentations and tours, the stewards 
were invited to stay for the evening and enjoy a buffet dinner and plenty of opportunity to 
visit and network with fellow stewards.   
 
After a delicious dinner prepared and served by staff at Talking Rock Resort, the BC Interior 
Stewardship Award for Ecosystems Excellence was presented.  The purpose of the award is 
to meaningfully recognize the successful stewardship efforts of an individual or organization 
that has provided significant stewardship activities for interior ecosystems over an extended 
time period.  To be eligible for the award, an individual or organization must have been 
instrumental in: 

• Devising an innovative approach to interior ecosystem stewardship; or 
• Demonstrating consistently responsible efficient use and protection of interior 

stream resources; or 
• Actively promoting public awareness, understanding and concern for efficient use 

and management of interior ecosystems; or 
• Other initiatives that work toward the stewardship of interior ecosystems 

 
This year, the award was presented to Tom Minor for his work agricultural stewardship 
community.  Tom is a habitat restoration coordinator based out of the White Valley 
Community Resource Centre in Lumby.  Through Tom’s leadership, the Centre’s Habitat 
Restoration Program has partnered with landowners, First Nations, regulatory agencies, and 
environmental organizations to complete a variety of projects in the Shuswap watershed. 
 
Working as the program coordinator and contributing many hours of volunteer time, Tom 
works closely with regulatory staff and agricultural producers to enhance operations and 
advance the agriculture sector toward greater environmental sustainability. Tom has been 
instrumental in the development of the Lumby Weyerhaeuser Salmon Trails, irrigation 
management planning, water use planning, and creek flow restoration.  He is well respected 
in his community and very deserving of the BC Interior Stewardship Award for Ecosystems 
Excellence.  As a token of our appreciation, Tom received a limited edition trout carving by 
Teom Lim as a keeper award.  Congratulations on your achievements, Tom! 
 

 

Tom Minor pictured with friend and colleague, Lee 
Hesketh (left) and Fraser Basin Council Regional 
Manager Phil Hallinan (right) 
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WORKSHOP DAY TWO: MARCH 13TH OVERVIEW 
 
Once again, the stewards began their day with a hearty meal and visiting over cups of coffee.  
Soon after, the workshop resumed and the morning commenced with several presentations 
covering a variety of topics, including invasive species, ground water, sustainability 
indicators, and a communication portal that will be a valuable resource to stewards, the 
Salmon Enhancement Habitat and Advisory Board.  Boxed lunches were provided as the 
fifth annual BC Interior Stewards workshop wrapped up, as several guests had a long 
journey home ahead of them. 
 
 
SESSION #4: INVASIVE SPECIES HOUR 
 
Presenters: 
 
Steve Maricle, Ministry of Environment 
Crystal Klym, Invasive Plant Council of BC 
 
Highlights: 
 
Steve Maricle began his presentation by introducing a significant management challenge 
facing resource managers and poised to be extremely detrimental to the natural ecology of 
BC watersheds: introduced, invasive, spiny-ray fish.  Small-mouth bass, large-mouth bass, 
yellow perch, and pumpkinseed have been introduced – deliberately and unknowingly – into 
several lakes in the Interior as sport fish and food fish.  Spiny ray fish were detected as early 
as the mid-1990’s but in recent years, introductions have been more prevalent.  The impacts 
of these invasive species are significant, as they are known to predate on native species, 
compete for food and habitat, and introduce disease. 
 
There are several options for eradicating invasive fish species.  In the absence of a 
comprehensive provincial invasive fish strategy, the Ministry of Environment Thompson 
Region embarked on an education and awareness campaign and offered a reward leading to 
the identification of person(s) responsible for illegal stocking.  Enforcement presence has 
been amplified, and several lakes in the interior were closed with the intent of eliminating 
traffic and therefore the transfer of invasive fish from one lake to another.  Complementary 
to this, the Ministry of Environment began a public consultation process to gain support for 
a chemical treatment program that would effectively eradicate fish from a given body of 
water.  After rigorous consultation, research, assessments, and permitting, a select few lakes 
were chosen for rotenone treatment (rotenone is a naturally-occurring, biodegradable 
substance that is highly effective as a piscicide).  Treatments occurred in 2007 and 2008 with 
great success, and tentative plans are in place for treatments in 2009.  Rotenone effectively 
kills all gill-breathing animals, so to minimize environmental impact treatments were 
executed in the fall after amphibious creatures had morphed into their adult forms.  Lakes 
were re-stocked with native species following the breakdown of the rotenone. 
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The Ministry of Environment is working in partnership with Interior Health and Health 
Canada to safeguard public health and safety during treatments, and while rotenone is not 
known to have any deleterious effects on human health at the concentrations used, 
alternative water for domestic use is provided to households in treatment areas. 
 
The goal of the Ministry of Environment is to stop the spread of invasive spiny-ray fish and 
ultimately remove them from the Thompson Region, and to be spiny-ray free by 2010. 
 
~~ 
 
Crystal Klym commenced her presentation by introducing invasive plants, commonly 
referred to as “weeds”.  Invasive plants have many features that make them a considerable 
threat to natural landscapes, such as their tendency to establish quickly and easily at new 
sites, produce seeds prolifically, and their resistance to native pathogens and diseases.  Weeds 
know no boundaries; key pathways of invasion include trade, travel, horticulture, seed 
mixtures, recreation, and by using humans and animals as vectors.  Invasive plants 
detrimentally affect all people and all industries; economic, ecological, and social impacts are 
significant. 
 
The seriousness of invasive plants has required an innovative, collaborative approach to 
devising a solution.  A key recommendation of the Invasive Plant Strategy for BC (2003) was 
the formation of an organization that would work to minimize the negative impacts of 
invasive plants: the response to this was the creation of the Invasive Plant Council in 2004 
which aims to provide province-wide collaboration and coordination of invasive plant 
management and prevention.  There is also a network of regional invasive plant committees 
across the province that undertake specific, local plant management activities. 
 
There are three key steps to managing invasive plants: (1) prevent further spread, (2) * detect 
new infestations early and respond quickly, and (3) implement integrated pest management 
on established infestations.  Integrated Pest Management employs a variety of tools to 
combat infestations: mechanical, biological, and chemical methods coupled with doing 
inventory and monitoring.   
 
To wrap up, Crystal had an interactive quiz for the stewards to participate in.  A slideshow 
with photos of different invasive plants and fish was displayed, and the audience was asked 
to name the species.  Prizes were awarded for correct identifications. 
 
* to report a weed, as per strategy (2) identified above, you may contact your local invasive weed committee by 
calling them directly or visiting www.invasiveplantcouncilbc.ca/regional-comittees; or call the IPC provincial 
hotline at 1.888.WEEDSBC; or use the Invasive Alien Plant Program administered by the Ministry of 
Forests and Range. 
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SESSION #5: SECWEPEMC GROUNDWATER STUDY 
 
Presenter: 
 
Michelle Walsh 
 
Highlights: 
 
Michelle Walsh presented the groundwater study that Secwepemc Fisheries Commission has 
been undertaking recently to elevate the understanding of the importance of groundwater.  
Simply put, groundwater is water that is stored underground and directly affects surface 
water by sustaining base flows, providing thermal moderation, and by supplying nutrients 
and ions.  As many are aware, there is increasing demand for groundwater and legislation 
regulating its use is still in development.   
 
From a fisheries management point of view, groundwater is especially important for the role 
it plays in providing thermal refugia for fish.  In summer, groundwater provides protection 
for rearing juveniles and migrating adults from upper lethal temperatures; this is particularly 
important in watersheds where streamflow is significantly reduced due to withdrawals for 
irrigation and other uses.  In winter, groundwater is relatively warmer than mainstem surface 
flows and is important for over-wintering fry and incubating eggs.  In the Interior of BC, 
where the climate can be quite extreme in summer and winter months, fish survive by 
seeking refuge and laying eggs in groundwater upwelling sites.  Groundwater is important at 
all stages of fish life cycles, except perhaps in spring during freshet.   
 
The quality and quantity of groundwater is threatened by overuse (withdrawals for 
agriculture and urbanization are significant), pollution, and climate change as it impacts the 
hydrological cycle, all of which is compounded in the absence of a comprehensive regulatory 
regime for groundwater.  Currently, there is no licensing requirement for groundwater use 
above a defined threshold.  The provincial Groundwater Protection Act focuses on ensuring 
drinking water quality, not quantity, and has no direct considerations for conservation 
purposes. 
 
Fortunately, there is some hope.  Watershed Watch Salmon Society, UBC, and four First 
Nations have partnered to create a legal tool to assist in protecting groundwater: “Fish Out 
of Water: Tools to Protect BC’s Groundwater and Wild Salmon”.  Furthermore, the 
province has stated in the BC Water Plan (“Living Water Smart”) that groundwater 
protection regulations will be further developed. 
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SESSION #6: SUSTAINABILITY INDICATORS 
 
Presenter: 
 
Phil Hallinan 
 
Highlights: 
 
Phil Hallinan presented some highlights from the Fraser Basin Council’s recent publication, 
“Sustainability Snapshot IV”, which is a bi-annual report on a series of indicators used to 
measure progress toward sustainability.  Indicators include air quality, agriculture and food, 
forests and forestry, water quality, energy use, among others.  The Snapshot reports on 
basin-wide progress and areas for improvement on each indicator, as well as presenting 
some region-specific indicators.  In the Interior of BC (represented by FBC’s Thompson, 
Cariboo-Chilcotin, and Upper Fraser regions), some indicators that yield positive results are 
water quality ratings for the Upper Fraser; increased farm income in the Cariboo-Chilcotin; 
and low incidences of low-income families in the Thompson.  Some indicators that yield 
negative results are air quality in the Upper Fraser; mountain pine beetle-impacted forestry 
operations in the Cariboo-Chilcotin; and domestic water use in the Thompson. 
 
To view or download a full version of Sustainability Snapshot IV, please visit 
www.fraserbasin.bc.ca. 
 
 
SESSION #7: SALMON ENHANCEMENT AND HABITAT ADVISORY BOARD 
 
Presenter: 
 
Lee Hesketh 
 
Highlights: 
 
Lee Hesketh introduced the Salmon Enhancement and Habitat Advisory Board (SEHAB) to 
the stewards, and explained his role as the new Southern Interior representative.  SEHAB is 
supported by the Habitat and Enhancement Branch of Fisheries and Oceans Canada to be 
the “voice of the volunteer community”.  Their role is to communicate, advocate, represent, 
educate, and support the endeavours of volunteer stewards in the Pacific Region.  As the 
new representative for the southern interior, Lee will serve as a liaison between the 
stewardship community and the regulatory agency.  Stewards may approach Lee with their 
concerns or praises, and he will relay the message to the Board.  Lee can be reached at 
250.547.6586 or silverhillsranch@aol.com.  For more information on SEHAB, please visit 
www.sehab.org. 
 
On a separate note, Lee extended an invitation to all those present to visit Silver Hills Ranch 
in Lumby for a biodiversity tour and barbecue dinner on May 8th, 2009.  Mark your calendars 
– it is bound to be an enjoyable and informative event!  
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MEASURING SUCCESS – PARTICIPANT RESULTS 
 
To help the Stewards Workshop organizing committee measure the success of the event and 
plan for next year, workshop participants were invited to fill out an evaluation form.  Please 
see Appendix III for the results. 
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APPENDIX I 
 
AGENDA – March 12, 2009 
 
7:30  Breakfast 
  Served in the Chief Room 
   
8:30  Welcome & Introductions 
  Phil Hallinan, Regional Manager, Fraser Basin Council 
  Ernie Phillips, Elder, Little Shuswap Indian Band 
 
8:45  Shuswap Lake Management Panel 

Andy Morris, Ministry of Environment 
Bob Harding, Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
Jan Thingsted, Columbia-Shuswap Regional District 

 
10:30  Refreshment Break 
   
11:00  Stewardship Feature Presentations 

Kim North, Lillooet Naturalist Society 
Tina Donald, Simpcw First Nation 
Dave Pehl, Ministry of Transportation 

 
12:00  Lunch 
   
1:00  Tour “primer” 
  Lana Kurz, Adams Lake Lumber 
 
1:30  Depart on Tour 

Adams Lake Mill, new Adams River Bridge, and Roderick Haig-Brown Provincial 
Park (time permitting) 

 
4:30  Return to Talking Rock Resort 
   
6:00  Banquet Dinner 
 
7:30  Presentation of Ecosystems Excellence Award 
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APPENDIX I CONTINUED 
 
AGENDA – March 13, 2009 
 
7:30  Breakfast 
  Served in the Chief Room 
   
8:25  Welcome & Introductions 
  Bob Harding, Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
 
8:30  Invasive Species Hour 

Steve Maricle, Ministry of Environment 
Crystal Klym, Invasive Plant Council of BC 

 
9:30  Secwepemc Fisheries Commission Groundwater Study 
  Michelle Walsh, Secwepemc Fisheries Commission 
 
10:30  Refreshment Break 
  
11:00  Fraser Basin Council Sustainability Snapshot 4 
  Phil Hallinan, Fraser Basin Council 
 
11:30  Salmon Enhancement Habitat Advisory Board:  

New representative for BC Interior South 
Lee Hesketh, Silver Hills Ranch 

 
12:00  Farewells & Departure (lunch to-go will be provided) 
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Fifth Annual BC Interior Stewardship Workshop 
PARTICIPANTS 

 
Bacigalupo, Ted  Columbia-Shuswap Regional District 
Bennett, Sean   Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
Bloom, Earl   Salmon Arm Fish and Game Club 
Brighouse, Tom  Salmon Arm Bay Nature Enhancement Society 
Bromley, Monte  Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
Brumell, Tony   Kamloops Fish and Game Club 
Campbell, Clay   BC Cattlemen’s Association 
Chestnut, Tina   Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
Collins, Chantal  Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
Delisle, Denis   Columbia-Shuswap Regional District 
Demontier, Dennis  Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
Donald, Tina   Simpcw First Nation 
Erickson, Kelly   Chase Fish and Game Club 
Falsetta, Peter   Integrated Land Management Bureau 
Farrow, Glen   City of Kamloops 
Felhauer, Jamie   Salmon River Watershed Roundtable 
Finlay, Dwayne  Little Shuswap Indian Band 
Hallinan, Phil   Fraser Basin Council 
Hardng, Bob   Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
Hesketh, Lee   BC Cattlemen’s Association 
House, Patricia   Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
Hwang, Jason   Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
Janzen, Valerie   Salmon Arm Golf Club 
Klingspohn, Donna  Vanderhoof Fish and Game Club 
Klingspohn, Ray  Vanderhoof Fish and Game Club 
Klym, Crystal   Invasive Plant Council of BC 
Kurz, Lana   Adams Lake Lumber 
Ladyman, Jason  Integrated Land Management Bureau 
Lashuk, Lynn   BC Agriculture Council 
Lee, Stuart     Splats’in Indian Band 
Lockwood, Fred  Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
Madryga, Carol   Nicola Water Use Management Plan 
Madryga, Jack   Nicola Water Use Management Plan 
Maricle, Steve   Ministry of Environment 
McGregor, Ian   Ministry of Environment 
Minor, Tom   White Valley Community Resource Centre 
Morris, Andy     Ministry of Environment 
North, Kim   Lillooet Naturalist Society 
Pehl, Dave   Ministry of Transportation 
Pelletier, Genevieve    Ministry of Transportation 
Prokopetz, Yvonne    Barnhartvale Horse and Hiker Trail Society 
Rasmussen, Jacquie    Lillooet Naturalist Society 
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Ridgway, Harold    Bonaparte Watershed Stewardship Society 
Rosenberger, Barry  Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
Salewski, Wayne  Vanderhoof Fish and Game Club 
Strachan, Graham    Ministry of Agriculture and Lands 
Stubbs, Tascha   Pacific Salmon Foundation 
Thingsted, Jan   Columbia-Shuswap Regional District 
Tung, Michelle   Pacific Salmon Foundation 
Vieira, Erin   Fraser Basin Council 
Wallis, Mike   Salmon River Watershed Roundtable 
Walsh, Michelle  Secwepemc Fisheries Commission 
Wedman, Ron   Salmon Arm Bay Nature Enhancement Society 
Weir, Keith   Integrated Land Management Bureau 
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Fifth Annual BC Interior Stewardship Workshop 
EVALUATION RESULTS 

 
1. In general, do you feel that the workshop was worthwhile (please circle)? 
 
Not at all    Very much 

1 2 3 4 5 
   10 19 

 
2. To what degree has the workshop provided you with tools and information to 

improve your stewardship efforts in the future? 
 
Not at all    Very much 

1 2 3 4 5 
  6 17 7 

 
3. To what degree was the information presented at this workshop relevant to your 

stewardship community? 
 

Not at all    Very much 
1 2 3 4 5 
  3 10 13 

 
4. To what degree has this workshop improved your awareness of stewardship 

initiatives currently underway in BC, and potential areas for enhanced stewardship 
efforts? 

 
Not at all    Very much 

1 2 3 4 5 
 1 2 11 15 

 
5. To what degree has this workshop assisted you in making connections with other 

stewards engaged in similar work? 
 

Not at all    Very much 
1 2 3 4 5 
 1 2 7 19 

 
 
6. In your opinion, what were the most useful aspects or topics of this workshop?  

How will you apply them in the future? 
 
• I enjoyed all the topics 
• Groundwater (x2) 
• Invasive species (x6) 
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• Sustainability Snapshot 
• I also enjoyed the tour 
• SLIPP update; DFO activities (x3) 
• Ministry of Transportation shift to an environmental component in their vision 
• Stewardship feature presentations (x2) 
• Good variety of presentations gives bigger picture rather than site specifics 
• Learning about NGO’s stewardship initiatives; knowledge-sharing 
• The presentations were a good refresher and have inspired me to spread the word to 

the general public.  On the ground education and awareness is a great place to start. 
• The topics were quite broad and it gave the non-expert a great grasp of the issues 

affecting our region; I now have a better understanding of the environmental 
concerns within our area 

• FHIM – opportunities to see how SLIPP can engage and educate community; FHIM 
as the backbone of this 

• Invasives – ways to support initiatives on this topic 
• Topics were broad and seemed to be purposely carefully chosen to address a wide 

audience and enable people to take away new ideas pertinent to their projects and 
initiatives 

• Education and extension 
• I will be more mindful of transplanting invasive weeds when out in the grasslands 

hiking 
• Bob’s presentation on FHIM was outstanding and very well presented (x2) 
• All very good presentations and well organized 
• Great opportunity to reconnect with stewardship groups; networking is the key 

value! (x6) 
• All the talks were good; I will take this to my electorate and Board.  It will help in 

discussion on the health of the Fraser Basin, specifically the Shuswap for me. 
• All topics were relevant and all info gleaned from time spent will enhance our own 

local initiatives 
• Local issues and presentations 
• Awareness of the IPC, an organization dedicated to the subject of invasive plants 

which threaten the Salmon Arm Bay 
• SEHAB – great opportunity for public to communicate their concerns 
• All the topics were excellent and raised up awareness 
• I will relay what I learned at this workshop to my local fish and game club, as well as 

take it to the BCWF convention next month 
• The topics are things we should be thinking about – and probably acting on – and 

should be bringing to the attention of our members and communities 
 

7. In your opinion, how can the partnership improve the Stewardship Workshop for 
next year’s event? 

 
• Work with local First Nation to add a cultural component 
• Ask for door prize donations from participants, on a voluntary basis; use locally 

made donations 
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• I think the workshop is well tuned and not much room for improvement 
• Brainstorming sessions in small groups could be valuable (x2) 
• More local government involvement 
• Not much – very good agenda with lots of time to network including a good field 

trip.  Continue to get relevant and applicable regional speakers.  Perhaps profile 
more up and coming regional threats. 

• All the accommodations, facility, and meals were very well organized!  The detailed 
work to run the workshop proceedings, speakers, and transitions was excellent and it 
paid off because everything ran so smoothly.  One suggestion: break-out groups to 
discuss/brainstorm topics provided by speakers would present further networking 
opportunities and reveal different perspectives. 

• More hands-on restoration techniques that volunteers can use (native plants; 
invasives removal; monitoring) 

• A few speakers were difficult to hear 
• Computer transition could be improved 
• It was very good; it would have been nice to hear from more stewardship groups, 

First Nations, and specific examples of community initiatives 
• Keep the ‘trappers meeting’ venue working! 
• More private involvement 
• Less speakers and more time for questions and discussion.  Sharing province-wide 

initiatives would add synergy to the group. 
• Request specialist speaker on “algae bloom” 
• None – very well organized and informative 
• Discussion on funding sources for stewards.  Summary of government initiatives. 
• Keep bringing in more excellent speakers and topics; continue to move the 

workshop around the Interior 
• Keep up the relevant topics 
• Improve the sound system – I think the room acoustics were bad anyway, but most 

of the speakers needed amplification and to be reminded to speak to everybody 
when answering a question – and get the person asking the question to use a 
microphone, too 

 
8. Do you have any other comments? 

 
• Time of year for workshop – too close to end of fiscal.  Move it to spring or early 

summer. 
• Good venue; good rapport 
• How about industry representation (sawmills/lumber/pulp; mining; fishing) 
• The invasives quiz was fun 
• Great facility and very well organized.  Thanks! 
• Thank you for the opportunity to learn and meet others in a similar industry 
• Great job FBC, DFO, and stewardship community!  Love the venue and the relaxed 

atmosphere.  The mill tour was a remarkable example of positive, progressive 
solutions! 

• Overall I enjoyed this workshop immensely! 
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• Thank you! 
• Great speakers and great location 
• Great workshop – thanks for all the work 
• Thank you for the great effort! 
• Thank you to everyone who coordinated this event.  Great job! 
• Well run, great presentations, and it really spoke to local issues 
• Most academics in BC seem to want to re-invent the wheel.  Many of our problems 

have taken place years ago in the USA or Europe.  Gain from their solutions. 
 
 


