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MEDIA RELEASE

June 28" 2023 - For immediate release

Shuswap Watershed Council releases 2022 Water Quality Summary Report

The Shuswap Watershed Council (SWC) has just released a report summarizing water quality data and
information about the Shuswap watershed. This is the seventh annual report on water quality from the
SWC.

“I’'m pleased to announce that this report is available, just as residents and visitors are heading to the lake
for recreation and relaxation this summer,” says Jay Simpson, SWC Chair. “We produce these reports
annually so that people can learn about the watershed, its challenges, and how important it is to our
economy and our Shuswap lifestyle.”

The report covers water quality in the large lakes and rivers. It also explains water quality concerns in the
region, such as algal blooms and the threat that aquatic invasive mussels pose to the Shuswap.

The report also draws attention to new publications from the BC Government, including a recently
published Water Quality Assessment for Shuswap Lake, new Water Quality Objectives for Shuswap Lake,
and a report that estimates the economic impact that a Zebra or Quagga mussel infestation would have in
BC.

See Shuswap watershed groups warn of economic impacts of Zebra & Quagga mussel infestation,
emphasize importance of prevention measures.

“The threat of invasive mussels won’t ever go away,” says Erin Vieira, the SWC Program Manager. “There
are two things that residents and visitors need to be very diligent about: stopping for watercraft
inspection when you travel into BC, and following the steps to clean-drain-dry your boat or watercraft
whenever you move it from one waterbody to another.”

As for algal blooms —which, unfortunately, have impacted Salmon Arm Bay and Tappen Bay in recent
years — the report points to inflows of nutrients from the Salmon River as the primary cause. This,
combined with other environmental factors such as sunlight, water temperature, waves and currents can
create ideal growing conditions for algae to reproduce and form dense masses called blooms.

The Water Quality Report can be found on the SWC'’s website, www.shuswapwater.ca.



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-0SYTQ_cC3b8VFd9lCf_bg
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https://www.fraserbasin.bc.ca/_Library/TR_SWC_2/SWC_CSISS_MediaRelease_NewReportFromProvZQM_9June2023.pdf
http://www.shuswapwater.ca/

-30-

About: The Shuswap Watershed Council is a watershed-based partnership organization that works on
water quality and safe recreation in the Shuswap.

Contact: For more information, please contact Erin Vieira or Alex de Chantal c/o the Fraser Basin Council
in Kamloops at 250 314-9660 and visit www.shuswapwater.ca.
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