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FBC Goals for Indicators Reporting:
• Increase public awareness and understanding
about sustainability;
• Identify critical issues and potential responses;
• Inform and influence decisions and actions;
• Advance sustainability

FBC Sustainability Reporting
14 years of indicator reporting:
• 4 State of the Fraser Basin Reports 2001-2009
• 3 Region-specific Indicator Reports 2005-2010
• Collaboration with others
• Lessons Learned Report

Lessons Learned Report
• Profiles key lessons
learned and best practices
for indicator reporting
• Reference document for
those developing their own
indicator reports
• Not a step-by-step manual
• Includes example
templates and resources
to use

Selecting Indicators
“Not everything that counts can be measured.
Not everything that can be measured counts.“
• No indicator is perfect but many can be useful
• Common selection criteria include:
• Relevant to your community of interest
• Credible source
• Available data
• Understandable
• Aim high, but be flexible!

Selecting Indicators
Different measures can tell different stories…
BC Income Data for 1995-2004 shows:
• Real average after tax income in BC increased
• Average income the bottom 20% decreased
• Fewer people were below the Low-Income Cut
Off in BC,
• Across Canada, BC had the highest proportion
of people below the Low-Income Cut Off.

Engagement Processes

Getting from Data to Knowledge
- Data Limitations

Engage at many stages in different ways
Consider:
• An advisory group with
community reps and experts
• Different formats – surveys,
focus groups, workshops
• Be strategic on how and
when to engage
• The “so-what” factor…

Presenting and Communicating
Your Results
Use different representations to
tell the story
–

Graphs, maps, photographs

Consider multiple formats and
approaches:
–

Printed reports

–
–
–
–

Presentations and discussion
Launch events
Targeted media coverage
Online & interactive versions

Numerous data sources and providers - each
with their own gaps, constraints and
limitations…
Aim for best available information but
accept compromises as necessary:
• Consider trade-offs
• Supplement numbers with case studies, images
and other narratives
• Explain data limitations
• Highlight gaps to profile the need for improved
data and information

Evaluating Use:
How is the Snapshot being used?
Survey to evaluate use:
• Raising awareness
• Informing:
• policy development
• program and/or strategic planning
• decision-making
• Lifestyle or consumer choices
• Setting priorities for monitoring, research and other
work

Current Initiative –
Watershed Indicators for BC

Current Initiative –
Watershed Indicators for BC

Goal:
• To develop a set of indicators to assess the health
of watersheds, identify areas of concern, and inform
responses to address concerns

Progress to Date:
• Research on ecosystem indicators and
preparation of a draft set of indicators
• Convened advisory committee meeting

5 Themes (with multiple indicators for each):
• Water Quantity and Quality
• Fish and Wildlife
• Ecosystems
• Resource Use
• Resource Conservation

Next Steps:
• Continue advisory process and integrate input
• Verify data availability
• Prepare draft discussion paper including
recommended indicators and implementation
framework
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/resources_indicators.html
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