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On May 26th, 35 members of the Nechako Watershed

Roundtable gathered virtually for the 2021 NWR Spring

Technical Meeting. The meeting brought together NWR

members from academia, local, provincial, and federal

government, First Nations, industry and NGO’s to discuss

current projects happening in the Nechako. The

meeting included presentations from the NWR’s working

groups related to Lakes Monitoring, and the NWR youth

video project. The group also heard an update on the

Water Sustainability Act from Jennifer Vigano (BC

Ministry of Environment). Meeting attendees took part

in break-out discussion sessions focused on the NWR

Strategic Planning process and the Koh-learning in our

Watersheds Project. The meeting finished with a

demonstration of the “Nechako Watershed Portal” tool

and a discussion of how the NWR can help to add-value

and make connections across Nechako watershed

projects. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Did you know? 

The 'Annual Meeting' takes place in the Fall at
a location somewhere out in the watershed. 
The Spring Technical Meeting takes place in
the spring in Prince George.

The NWR holds two meetings a year: 



NWR Youth Video Project

2.0 NWR PROJECT 1 
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Presenter: Jordan Cranmer, NWR Youth
Engagement Working Group Coordinator

The NWR video project launched in
October of 2020 with a workshop for
youth from around the watershed. At
the workshop youth decided that the

movie should highlight three
communities: Cheslatta, Yekooche
and Takla. Jonathan French, a
filmmaker from Takla, has been

contracted to produce the video and
filming took place this spring at each

of the three communities. At the
meeting, Jordan presented a 30
second teaser video for the NWR

members to enjoy. The teaser video
featured short clips of youth, Elders,

and NWR members being
interviewed. The final video is

expected in the fall- stay tuned!

Mike Robertson told the group that
Cheslatta hosted the film crew and
took them to visit the spillway, the
western headwaters of the Nechako.
He mentioned that an Elder and a
youth member were interviewed. 
Cheslatta is committed to furthering
this project, and interested to work to
produce a more comprehensive video.

Discussion: 



https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/campaign-campagne/pss-ssp/index-eng.htm


3.0 UPDATE- BC WATER
SUSTAINABILITY ACT

 

Presenter: Jennifer Vigano, Director Watershed Sustainability, BC
Ministry of Environment

Jennifer outlined that the newly elected government has committed to
creating a Watershed Security Strategy and a Watershed Security Fund. One
of the biggest considerations going forward is reconciliation and a greater
role for First Nations in water management, as well as planning in an era of
climate change. Another big focus has been on licensing groundwater and

treating all water within a watershed as “one water”. 
 

Jennifer discussed the idea that there are tools available for the NWR to use
within the WSA depending on what we are trying to achieve. There are
currently pilot projects happening in the Nicola, Hullcar and Koksilah

watersheds. 
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NWR Strategic Planning Process

4.0 BREAK-OUT ROOM 1

Facilitator: Joan Chess, Planning Consultant for the NWR

The NWR launched a strategic planning process in December 2020. The phases of
the planning process include visioning, strategizing, implementing, and monitoring.
During the NWR Annual Meeting in February, we conducted an engagement session
to discuss the NWR’s vision which is: “A healthy watershed for generations to come”.

Building on this, the goal of this break-out session was to dive into developing
specific goals for the NWR’s next five years. 

 
During the break-out session attendees discussed the goals of the Roundtable.

Some time was spent discussing how to define goals for the NWR specifically versus
general goals for the watershed. Participants were encouraged to share ideas
using a virtual whiteboard (see image below). Some of the goals mentioned

included formalizing the collaboration of initiatives in the watershed, convening
watershed related information and engaging decision-makers. 
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Koh-Learning in our Watersheds Updates

4.1 BREAK-OUT ROOM 2

Facilitators: Barry Booth, Ella Parker, Aita Bezzola

The second break-out room was facilitated by members of the Koh-Learning in our
Watersheds Project. The Koh-learning in our Watersheds Project is a partnership
between School District 91 and UNBC and aims to connect students, communities
and waterways through water monitoring and outdoor learning. Two projects were
discussed in the break-out room: 
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Summer Students Hired for Environmental
Monitoring: 

Master's Research: Linking School Based
Monitoring to Land and Water Decision-Making

This summer the Koh-learning project has been
working with School District 91 and the Nechako
Environment and Water Stewardship Society to hire
two high school student field crews to do monitoring
and restoration work around the watershed. One
crew is based in Fort St. James and one crew is based
on Vanderhoof. These crews are partially funded
through the Healthy Watersheds Initiative. 

Ella Parker's research has consisted of water
monitoring trials, interviews and workshops with
students, teachers and decision-makers. The
research has identified five main pathways for
school-based monitoring to inform decision-making.
Stay tuned for the research results as they come out!

https://www2.unbc.ca/integrated-watershed-research-group/koh-learning-our-watersheds-transforming-education-connecting-students-communities-and-waterways


http://iwrg.gis.unbc.ca/

Check out the portal here!

Email parkere@unbc.ca to get your
own portal account

5.0 NECHAKO PORTAL 
DEMONSTRATION

Aita Bezzola, a team member from the Integrated Watershed Research Group
provided a demonstration of the Nechako Watershed Portal Tool. This portal has
been developed for use in the Nechako by the Integrated Watershed Research
Group, and is now being used by a variety of groups, including the Koh-learning
project, and the Nechako Watershed Roundtable. We are looking forward to

populating the portal with the new monitoring work that is underway, as part of an
integrated “Nechako Watershed Portal”.
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It would be great if we could have the portal link out to the monitoring work
being done by the Ministry of Environment
There is a lot of information and historical research from different sources.
Having the NWR as a convener to bring it all into one place would be
phenomenal. 
There is a lot of information from DFO files that has been lost with changes of
government and policy. We should be searching for that to help set us up for
understanding what’s happening in the watershed.

Discussion: 

http://iwrg.gis.unbc.ca/


6.0 CONCLUSION

H I G H L I G H T  1

Jennifer Vigano outlined the latest

direction and opportunities with the

WSA 

The Watershed Sustainability Act Update

H I G H L I G H T  2

A teaser video was shown from the

NWR Video project

The lakes monitoring group shared

their monitoring plans

The Strategic Planning team received

feedback on the broad goals of NWR

NWR Projects

H I G H L I G H T  3

The group discussed how it could be

a useful tool for the NWR to start

convening resources in the Nechako

The Nechako Watershed Portal 
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This year's spring technical meeting focused on bringing

together NWR members to discuss the NWR's projects on the

ground. Some of the highlights of the meeting included: 
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The Nechako Watershed Roundtable (NWR) would like to
acknowledge with gratitude that this meeting was held (virtually) on

the Traditional Territory of the Lheidli T’enneh First Nations, in
Prince George BC. We are grateful to Jennifer Vigano for providing a

presentation at the meeting. Funding to support the NWR
secretariat in 2020-21 is provided by the Real Estate Foundation of

British Columbia, the Fraser Basin Council, the City of Prince George,
the District of Vanderhoof, the Regional District Fraser-Fort George,
the Regional District of Bulkley Nechako, Environment and Climate
Change Canada, and the University of Northern British Columbia. 

 

https://www.fraserbasin.bc.ca/Nechako_Watershed_Roundtable.html


APPENDIX A:

MEETING ATTENDEES
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APPENDIX B:

MEETING AGENDA
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