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For Immediate Release 
November 25, 2013 

FBC to host 2014 rural-urban youth dialogue 
through Inspirit Foundation grant 

What do BC’s rural and urban youth have to say about their values, goals and aspirations — and what do 
they think about the communities where they plan to live and work? These and other issues will be 
explored as young adults of diverse backgrounds come together from across BC next spring for a 
dialogue hosted by the Fraser Basin Council, with funding from Inspirit Foundation. 

The 2014 rural-urban youth dialogue will offer BC youth participants, ages 18-30, an opportunity to share 
ideas and understand different cultural, social and economic viewpoints. The dialogue is also intended to 
help small rural communities in BC as they grapple with an aging resident population and youth out-
migration. The City of Williams Lake, Village of Chase, Village of Kaslo, Smithers Chamber of Commerce, 
and Regional District of Mount Waddington are now participating in “Project Comeback” — a planning 
initiative to retain and attract younger residents, including those who want to return to their home 
communities. 

“Small communities can benefit greatly by better understanding the needs of younger residents,” said 
Maureen LeBourdais, Senior Program Manager for the Fraser Basin Council, which administers Project 
ComeBack for the BC Rural Network. “We expect the rural-urban youth dialogue can contribute to that 
understanding and help shape community planning.” 

To learn more about the BC rural-urban youth dialogue and Project ComeBack, contact Maureen 
LeBourdais at FBC Williams Lake office (T: 250 392-1400 | E: mlebourdais@fraserbasin.bc.ca). 

The dialogue is one of 15 projects from across Canada supported by the Inspirit Foundation Pluralism 
Grants, which offer opportunities to people of different spiritual, religious and secular backgrounds to 
expand their knowledge of diversity in our communities, while increasing leadership skills and creating 
initiatives for the common good. 

“We believe that young people can drive the social changes needed to ensure everyone feels included 
and our differences are valued, rather than feared,” said Andrea Nemtin, President and CEO of the Inspirit 
Foundation. “The launch of the 15 projects is an important step forward in Inspirit’s efforts to strengthen 
youth leadership in our communities and build a more inclusive and pluralist Canada.” 

The organizations that will receive a total of $250,000 in grants from the Inspirit Foundation are: 

1. Abbotsford Community Services - Abbotsford, BC  
2. Atwater Library and Computer Centre/Bibliothèque et centre d'informatique Atwater - Greater 

Montreal, QC 
3. Canadian Red Cross Society - Regina, SK 
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4. Community Sector Council Newfoundland and Labrador - St. John’s, NL  
5. Fraser Basin Council Society - Williams Lake, BC 
6. imagineNATIVE Film + Media Arts Festival - Toronto, ON 
7. Jewish Federation of Greater Vancouver - BC 
8. John Humphrey Centre for Peace and Human Rights - Edmonton, AB  
9. Manitoba Association for Rights and Liberties - Winnipeg, MB 
10. Powell River Diversity Initiative Society - Powell River, BC 
11. South Shore District Health Authority - Bridgewater, NS  
12. Sri Guru Singh Sabha Gurdwara Association - Lower Mainland, BC 
13. Tangled Art + Disability - Toronto, ON 
14. The Catalyst Centre/Regent Park Focus Youth Media Arts Centre - Toronto, ON 
15. United Nations Association in Canada - Edmonton, AB 

About FBC 
The Fraser Basin Council (FBC) is a non-profit society that advances sustainability in the Fraser River 
Basin and across BC. Established in 1997, the Council is a collaboration of four orders of government 
(Federal, Provincial, Local and First Nations) together with representatives from the private sector and civil 
society. FBC helps bring people together to find solutions to sustainability issues — with a focus on 
healthy watersheds and water resources, climate change action and air quality, and sustainable, resilient 
communities. Our vision is for "social well-being, supported by a vibrant economy and sustained by a 
healthy environment." 

About Inspirit 
The Inspirit Foundation is a national, grant-making organization that supports young people aged 18 to 30 
in building a more inclusive and pluralist Canada. One way we do this is by funding projects that foster 
engagement and exchange between young people of different spiritual, religious and secular 
backgrounds. To receive updates on our Pluralism Grants, including information about the next call for 
applications, please subscribe to our mailing list at www.inspiritfoundation.org or connect with us on 
Twitter @InspiritFdn and facebook.com/InspiritFoundation. 
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